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Naku te rourou 
nau te rourou ka 

ora ai te iwi

With your basket 
and my basket 
the people will 

live

Nō New Plymouth 

and Feilding ahau

Ko Cushla Young tōku ingoa

Ko Roberts/Barry/Young 

tōku whanau

Ko Bruce Barry tōku papa

Ko Valerie Roberts tōku mama

Waka Tiwai

Ko Taranaki te maunga

Ko Waiwhakaiho te awa

Ko Rewarewa te pā tawhito



• Peer to peer, ‘just in time’ support for teachers

• Improve the quality of education offered to young gifted New Zealanders

• Sharing professional expertise

• growing local networks

• nurturing local leadership

• developing professional pathways

Waka Tiwai

https://www.giftedaotearoa.nz/


Waka Tīwai & Kōpapa

Waka Ama

Waka Hourua 

Waka Tiwai



Waka Tīwai
Mahi

Network - Learn from and alongside each other
 Growing capability to meet the needs of gifted learners 

Practical 

Kaupapa
Whanaungatanga

Kotahitanga

Waka Tiwai



Waka Tīwai Regional Networks
Hui 1: Meeting needs within Literacy

Hui 2:  Digital Education - how to effectively consider gifted learners in a 

digital education pedagogy.  

Hui 3: Science

Hui 4: tbc locally

Post Hui Online communication, collaboration and contribution

Waka Tiwai



Why me?  Why you?

Why me? 

Now your turn...
1. Name

2. Position

3. School

4. What would you like out of today and involvement in 
this hui?

5. Something you think about when you think of 

gifted learners and literacy
(strength, challenge, fun fact, research finding, question/wondering)
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Agenda
4:15pm

Effective, efficient programme ideas for 

literacy, with gifted students in mind.

5:00pm Collaboration between participants

5:30pm Resourcing

5:40pm

 

 

Online Component

Goal Setting

Evaluations

Waka Tiwai



Why is it important?

Meeting the needs of Gifted and Talented Students

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mP6uUD5fFyp9Y6mhAkn_ZQng-N2d9bbq




Shared understanding of Gifted (asynchronous) 
learners

Visit Padlet to include ideas.

https://padlet.com/cushla/x45ddvkzh3pr

https://padlet.com/cushla/x45ddvkzh3pr




Some understandings to consider...



Meeting Needs
Qualitative Differentiation

Content Process Product

Abstract Higher Level Thinking Transformational

Issues/Problems Problem Finding/Solving Taking action

Multi-disciplinary Authentic to the field Authentic to the field

Ethical Service Appropriate audience

In Depth Accelerated pace Comprehensive

Complex Group interaction Individual contribution evaluated

Open-ended Open-ended Appropriately evaluated

Novel Flexible Novel

Self-selected Self-directed Self-selected

Adapted from Ministry of Education. (2012). Gifted and talented students: Meeting their needs in New Zealand schools. 
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Intellectual Creative Social Emotional Psychomotor Cultural

Abstraction Originality Like-minds Authentic Energy outlet Links with home

Reasoning Open-ended
Interest 

groupings

Interest/
Passion/
Strength

Relaxation Local community

Evaluation Risk-taking
Flexible 

groupings
Appreciation Movement Local content

Depth Imagination Negotiation Understanding
Kinaesthetic 

options
Language

Mentors Open to 
left field

Problem-solving Power-sharing
Self-select 

product

Cultural 
processes and 

product

Meeting Needs

Waka Tiwai



Making Good Choices for Gifted 
Learners within Literacy

Waka Tiwai

Higher order 
thinking

Digital Education
Sophisticated 

Texts

Integration with 
inquiry

Big Ideas Acceleration

Choice Competitions In-depth analysis



Myths about Gifted Readers

• All gifted readers are the same

• Gifted readers will flourish left to their own devices

• Gifted readers are experts when it comes to comprehension and 

analysing texts

• Gifted readers know how select appropriate reading materials

• All gifted learners are good at reading



Independent Reading Projects (IRPs)

Waka Tiwai

Research Pyramid: Unit Plan

Context:  Teaching information literacy skills. Used from Years 5 upwards.  
Slides

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kS7hz1tQjngFsoM2Xm5sbASqIQS8iiuKJoofAivQ-FY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1V4-eVPkpLDMgUauNgUmPZiQmGAcbuHcTtjPt85FzCqo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOIlHZXVUTNbwuMCGfq6GBEPhBQuN__3SSKxKXBPtK0/edit?usp=sharing


Independent Reading Projects (IRPs)

Waka Tiwai

Research Pyramid

http://j.mp/2JEBqBa


Independent Reading Projects & the Gifted Learner

What makes this suitable for Gifted Learners?

Model and Key Elements:
- self-directed
- loads of choice
- teaches time and task management
- meaningful independent work.
- provides creativity in product
- open-ended and promotes higher order thinking

Waka Tiwai



Independent Reading Projects & the Gifted Learner

Key Elements to making this work in the classroom:

Model and Key Elements:
- integrated with inquiry topic
- regular feedback
- linked with guided reading lessons to provide more explicit 

teaching
- incorporate metacognitive thinking into elements
- Link with Blooms
- Encourage or include fertile questions

Waka Tiwai



Some samples from the IRP of a Gifted Learner



Some samples from the IRP of a Gifted Learner
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Some samples from the IRP of a Gifted Learner



Some samples from the IRP of a Gifted Learner



Reflection on this resource

Discuss amongst yourself:

How is this resource appropriate for gifted learners?

How could I adapt it for my age group, class, learners?

What elements would need to be thought about, integrated, 
changed?

What action could I take based on what I have learnt so far?



Some other gems..

It’s always good to learn from others…

• Literacy Shed
• Pobble365
• The kids should see this
• TED Talks for Kids
• Twinkl Imagine

https://www.literacyshed.com/
http://www.pobble365.com/
https://thekidshouldseethis.com/
https://www.ted.com/playlists/86/talks_to_watch_with_kids
https://www.twinkl.co.nz/imagine
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Sophisticated picture books
Sophisticated picture books that deal with 
universal themes and ‘big’ ideas also have 

considerable appeal for gifted readers

Aftermath of war Depression Colonisation



Network sharing
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Resourcing
• Articles

• Books

• Teaching Examples

• Online materials

• Goldfish Boy, Lisa Thompson, Counting by 7’s with Literature Circle.

• The Mysterious Jar: higher level thinking, maths.

• 100 word challenge.  Great exemplars.  Showcase.

• Wonderopolis

Waka Tiwai

https://100wc.net/
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/where-is-wonderland


Online Collaboration

Waka Tiwai

● Go to Slack.com
● On the home page type in your email address 

and click on the purple box ‘get started’.
● Once redirected to a new page - click on the 

box ‘Find your Slack workspace’.
● You will then be sent an email with a link to 

confirm your email address.
● Open the email and click ‘confirm email’
● At some point during this process you will be 

asked to choose a password.
● Once directed to a new page you will see the 

Gifted Aotearoa Workspace and will be able to 
log in.

https://slack.com/


Online Collaboration

Waka Tiwai

Post hui online collaboration

1. Upload Resource

2. Introduction & key takeaway from hui

3. 1 original posting

4. 1 response



Application to Practice
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Evaluations

Waka Tiwai

https://giftedaotearoa.slack.com/messages/CEA6E00NS/


Waka Tīwai Regional Network Hui

Making Good Choices for Gifted Learners using a strong 
Digital Education Pedagogy 

New Plymouth   22nd August 2019


